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REZUMAT. Într-o epocă a creşterii tot mai accentuate a influenţelor, cât se poate de nocive, pe care arderea combustibililor în mijloacele 
de transport le are asupra mediului, dezvoltarea turismului feroviar devine o alternativă deosebit de utilă, la îndemâna oricărui doritor. 
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ABSTRACT. In an era of accentuated growth of the damaging effects that burning fuel has on the environment, developing railway 
tourism becomes an extremely useful alternative, within easy reach for any potential user. 
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1. GENERALITIES REGARDING RAIL 
TRANSPORTATION 

In an era of accentuated growth of the damaging 
effects that burning fuel has on the environment, 
developing railway tourism becomes an extremely useful 
alternative, within easy reach for any potential user. 

The concept of holidays and traveling on various 
routes using special trains is not a new one. Still, through 
the services it offers, the Romanian railway company 
provides its customers with engines and wagons which 
are unique in Europe, or even worldwide. 

Railway tourism completes the vacation opportunities 
by offering trips to special geographical areas, unforget-
able landscapes and outstanding touristic sightes. 

Railway tourism is a newer form of tourism, popular 
especially in the western countries, which gathers every 
year nostalgics of bygone trains. Using vintage trains or 
narrow gauge trains for touristic purposes would bring 
significant benefit to the locals, becoming important local 
and regional touristic attractions. Therefore, Romania has 
the appropriate moment for unlocking a still unexplored 
potential. 

2. RESEARCH REGARDING THE INTEREST 
FOR RAILWAY TOURISM 

The interest that such a proposal would incite to the 
Romanian population is evaluated through a set of 

questionnaires applied to sets of people from different 
geographical areas, ages, education level, regular 
access to this type of information. The existing offers 
are presented to them, both the internal railway tourism 
and the international trains which pass through Ro-
mania. 

The participants to the research are asked to give 
proposals for developing new options, improving the 
existing ones, picking up abandoned ones etc. 

A set of questionnaires regarding CFR touristic 
offers (table 1) has already been applied to 70 people 
ranging between 19 and 56 years, belonging to various 
social classes. The results have been centralised and 
processed, their analysis providing several diagrams 
which reflect the degree of usage of the offers, as 
well as the level of awareness about them. 

Therefore, figure 1 presents the situation of the 
people not knowing about the existance of permanent 
touristic trains (table 1), and figure 2 presents those 
who are not aware of the seasonal or temporary trains 
offer. 

Figures 3 and 4 present the situations of those who 
have minimal information about touristic trains, both 
permanent and temporary, while figure 5 presents those 
who have minimal information about the cooperation 
with other transportation companies. 

The situation of those who rarely use the permanent 
and temporary trains is presented in figures 6 and 7, 
and figure 8 presents those who rarely take advantage 
of the cooperation between CFR and the road trans-
porters. 
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Table 1. Questionnaire 

TOURISTIC OFFERS 
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Trenul regal 41 16 1    3 41 
Trenul Moldoviţa 48 7 2   1 3 48 
Trenul Călugăreni 50 6 2    3 50 

Permanent trains 

Trenul Mureş 49 8 1    3 49 
Trenurile zăpezii 22 22 11 2 1 10 7 22 
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Temporary trains 
Tenurile verii 19 23 13 3 2 10 6 19 
Atlassib 6 28 16 6  4 18 6 
Eurolines 9 36 7 3  5 14 19 

Road trainspor-
tation 

Ognivia         
Millenium Tour 21 27 6 3  5 12 21 In
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Tourism agencies 
Astoria Travel 40 13 1   3 6 40 
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International cooperations IGE-Bahn-touristik 51 4   1 1 1 51 
Proposals for offers 
(accommodation, complementary 
trips, other routes etc.) 

 

 

3. CONCLUSIONS 

Romania’s touristic potential is rich and complex, 
but the country still has to reach a level where it knows 
how to use and maintain the values it owns. 

For better efficiency, the following should be pursued 
with greater attention: 

 the necessity of an appropriate information material, 
advertised to the potential users; 

 a carefully selected itinerary, which would show the 
railway company’s willingness to encourage tourism; 

 combining the railway itinerary with the naval, sea 
or road ones; 

 establishing the itinerary in such a way that, upon 
insufficient participation, a regular already scheduled 
train could be used; 

 creating the conditions for the uninterrupted touristic 
activity; 

 intensive usage of the technical-material base. 
 

 
 

Fig. 1. People who are not aware of the existing  
permanent trains. 

 
 

Fig. 2. People who are not aware of the existing temporary trains. 
 

 
 

Fig. 3. People who have minimal information  
about the permanent trains. 

 

 
 

Fig.4. People who have minimal information  
about the temporary trains. 
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Fig. 5. People who have minimal information about the cooperation 
between CFR and the road transporters and travel agencies – 

internal and international offers. 
 

 
 

Fig. 6. People who rarely use the touristic offers containing the 
permanent trains. 

 
 

Fig. 7. People who rarely use the touristic offers containing the 
seasonal trains. 

 

 
 

Fig. 8. People who rarely use the cooperation between CFR and the road 
transporters and touristic agencies – internal and international offers. 
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