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REZUMAT. Lucrarea prezintă câteva observaţii privind necesitatea implementării şi în tara noastră a transportului combinat RO-LA, 
care permite urcarea tirurilor pe vagoane platformă de construcţie specială şi transportarea acestora dintr-un anumit punct în altul. 
 
Cuvinte cheie:  RO-LA, economisirea energiei. 
 
ABSTRACT. This study presents a few observations about introducing the RO-LA transport in Romania, a kind of transport that let the 
truks to be uploaded on a special platform-wagon and to be transported from one point to another. 
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1. GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS 

Intermodal transport system RO-LA is no alternative 
to road trucks. The method is simple and used through-
out Europe: Tire's are loaded in special trains and 
transported by rail. 

 

     
 

Transport technology combined Ro-La (Rollenden - 
Landstrassen – „rolling road“) appeared in European 
Union countries to facilitate freight traffic. Transport of 
road trains is implemented by state policy to protect 
road infrastructure and environmental protection. 

Thus, transport RO-LA is experiencing a great 
development in Austria, Hungary, Switzerland and 
Slovenia, countries that have introduced a restrictive 
policy regarding the movement of heavy vehicles on 
public roads. Ro-La transport as part of international 
transport of goods, is a way of becoming more con-
venient in terms of reducing transport costs and time. 
Conceived as an alternative to road freight transport, 

combined transport is making transport more efficient, 
safe and optimal transit time. Thanks to the develop-
ment of this service today combined transport Ro-La 
is an equal opportunity to road transport. Using the 
service is recommended especially in case of a steady 
stream of freight transport on a particular relationship. 

2. ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES 

The system is a series of advantages such as: 
– reducing costs through lack of highway fees; 
– reducing fuel costs; 
– no movement permits; 
– optimization of transit times through lack of spe-

cific restrictions imposed or parking weekends; 
– time spent driving the train is considered rest time; 
– will no longer collect fines by drivers during the 

transport of goods; 
– significantly reducing environmental pollution; 
– transportation with a single energy cost a total of 

25 trucks; 
– protection of existing road infrastructure in our 

country today, given the huge costs of maintenance and 
reconstruction of a road / highway; 

– reducing the number of accidents of this kind. 
Disadvantage: with the current coaches in our fleet 

of cars, we can not unload a truck that is in transit to a 
station because they are all just on the tail board the train. 
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As a feature of this type of transport, is that the train 
can move only tractor in the direction of movement 
because of conditions of railway traffic safety. 

3. BEGINNINGS RO-LA IN OUR  
COUNTRY 

The first train RO-LA in Romania was inaugurated 
in September 2002. The link provided Glogova - Arad - 
Curtici - Szopron - Wells (Austria) from September 
2002 - January 1, 2007.  

In these circumstances, was inaugurated in 2002 
Vladimirescu (Glogova) and first-Ro terminal in the 
country. First, the system would be used on the route 
Vladimirescu - Arad - Curtici - Wells will then be 
extended to Simeria and then to Bucharest, to stop 
progress.  

Ministry of Transport on the time took an EBRD 
loan of 12 million dollars to buy 160 cars low. The 
loan is not covered only a small proportion of the 
investment, the difference to the price demanded by the 
seller, of $ 30,400,000 was covered by the supply of 
scrap.  

On January 1, 2007 was waived this end and closed 
all work RO-LA in Romania. The reason given by 
officials at the time was that once they join the EU, 
Romanian air escaped charges that had to pay for roads 
in Europe. A profitable business stood.  

4. RO-LA TODAY 

From then until now, the 160 cars were left to rust in 
railway stations in Arad and the Court. Some platforms 
have started to grow weeds and even shrubs and those 
passing through the area there threw all sorts of papers, 
PET and plastic bags, making an investment of 30 million 
dollars in trash cans.  

When worked, RO-LA run six days from seven, 
with 29 cars. Each time, at least 26 were filled. More-
over, if only eight of the cars were loaded, everything 
would be out of service costs.  

 
 

In 2009, he tried a new experiment RO-LA on the 
way Romanian. 

The first experimental train furniture RO-LA route 
Bucharest - Rosie - Craiova - Filiaşi - Targu Jiu - 
Simeria - Glogova left at 15.55, the station progress. 
The train had 21 coaches in the composition and 
transported 17 trucks. 

The train was very well behaved throughout the 
journey and arrived at its destination two hours earlier 
than scheduled time. 

Sets made along the way about 15 ore, 15 hours and 
half, and the initial calculation was that the train will be 
approximately 17 hours. It was a success that came two 
hours early. Moreover, they will try to shorten the 
journey times by about an hour, an hour and a half. 

There have been no complaints from drivers who 
were well rested to Arad, or the owners of transporta-
tion companies that have trucks on the train. 

5. ASPECTS OF RO-LA TRANSPORT  
ORGANIZATION 

This type of transport can not have a sustainable and 
profitable operation without a detailed study of every-
thing that involves routes, costs, facilities and more. 

As general ideas we could talk about: 
– organizing the work of a terminal; 
– establishment of a number of terminals in the 

country in key points in order to meet fully the national 
transport and transit through the border country of this 
type of transport; 

– link between countries on the same system RO-LA 
combined with ferry boat; 

– establish a truck transport costs between road and 
rail between two terminals, taking into account the 
benefits offered transportation ro-la; 

– determining the degree of pollution for the trans-
portation of freight volumes on the 2 transport systems; 

– acquisition of new generation wagons allowing 
discharge side of the road they live on the road trains, 
train any solution that allows land in some of the transit 
station; 
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– presentation of a project to transport ministry trans-
port taking into account that ro-la in european union 
countries are subsidized by the governments involved to 
transport due to positive effects on the environment, road 
congestion and road infrastructure protection;  

- the final of profitability, taking into account the 
issues listed above.  

 

 
 

One of the terminals which will have great need in 
Romania would be the one at Glogovat terminal 
currently exists but is closed. As structure, all to be 
named, will be the same, larger or smaller, if necessary.  

Subregion Timis and Arad counties experienced an 
industrial development complex and diverse, and currently 
is a favorite area of productive foreign investment in 
Romania. But new investment in this area is hit by 
lack of appropriate infrastructure for development, in 
particular by lack of communication channels and 
providing a transport system with improved rail trans-
port. Just the need to deplete traffic in the west of the 

country terminal from Glogovat should remain and be 
bound by the other routes to be established.  

Referring to high costs, road transport pays about 
320 euros to get on the road from Bucharest to Arad, and 
with RO-LA is trying to reach a price of 250-280 euros.  

Making a parallel with European countries, have 
lagged behind in terms of rail and beyond. Terminal 
RO-LA is, however, with ferry transport from 
Constanta only combined transport system in which all 
joined the modern world.  

6. CONCLUSIONS 

Transportation RO-LA held will be successful, we 
intended to include the rich and civilized European 
family. 

RO-LA train operation will be profitable for all, 
because if it reaches a rate of three sets per day on the 
route Bucharest-Arad, would mean a column of trucks 
less than three kilometers of roads and a weight of 
3,000 tons less damaging to roads. 
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